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Experience firsthand the historic movement from calligraphy to the printed page by design-
ing and hand cutting a personal alphabet, which will then be used to create a series of 
individual and collaborative works. Emphasis will be placed on appreciating the patterns 
inherent in written lettering and understanding the abstract interplay of figure and ground. 
We will look at great historical exemplars as well as more contemporary designs. Students 
will write selected quotes of great artists and then design an alphabetic set of characters 
which will then be cut in relief from linoleum blocks. We will use these stamps and other 
modular ornaments to print our texts onto a large scroll the ground of which we will have 
painted collaboratively. Students will take home their carved alphabet set as well as a piece 
of the collaborative whole.

Tim Botts/Jeremy Botts

A3  ALPHABET>MOSAIC

5 days     Intermediate skill level

Tim Botts has a 
BFA in graphic 

design from 
Carnegie-Mellon 
University where 

he studied with 
Arnold Bank for 

four years. He 
designs books for Tyndale House Publishers 

and teaches calligraphy at College of DuPage. 
Nine books of his work are published includ-

ing Doorposts, Messiah and Portraits of the 
Word. He is program director for Masterpiece 

Project which works with high school 
students in the arts.    
www.timbotts.com

A3 SUPPLIES
Gouache: the primaries plus black and white.
Assorted brushes and pens. Several sheets of 
charcoal paper approx 12”x16” in neutral 
colors or white. Other supplies specific to 
collaborative project will be provided.
Materials Fee: $25

Jeremy Botts received 
a BFA from Rhode 

Island School of 
Design, spending his 

senior year in Italy 
drawing and writing 
letters, and a decade 

later an MFA from 
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA). His 

design work has been featured in the textbook 
Graphic Design: The New Basics and Indie 

Publishing, Print magazine, and in the Cooper-
Hewitt National Design Museum. He teaches 
graphic design at Wheaton College in Illinois.  

www.fiammascura.com
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